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Ch. 7, Lesson 1

Visual Summary

In this lesson, you will learn about a series of events in Europe that led the United States to enter World
War 1. You will learn how alliances between countries created situations in which conflict was unavoidable.
Here are important ideas and events you will learn about in this lesson.

1860-1900 Early 1900s June 1914
The German Empire had
formed by 1872. Hostil-
ity between France and
Germany led each
country to form

opposing alliances.

A Serbian nationalist rebel
build a large navy led to assassinated the Archduke
‘ an arms race with Great of Austria-Hungary. Alli-
> Britain. British leaders —> ances between opposing
agreed informally to side were drawn into
support France against conflict by the event,
Germany starting World War 1.

L

1917 1914-1916

Germany’s decision to

The Zimmermann Telegram and
the resumption of unlimited
German U-boat attacks in the
Atlantic result in the United
States declaring war on
Germany in April.

The United States tried to remain
neutral, but U.S. investment was
tied to the Allies. German U-boat
attacks angered Americans.




